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People Attending The Unveiling 

Of The Wainuiomata War 

Memorial 
By Gavin Wallace 
 

On Thursday 18 August 1921, Brigadier–

General George Spafford Richardson (1868 – 

1938) unveiled the Wainuiomata War 

Memorial, then sited between the Public Hall 

and the Primary School. The ceremony was 

arranged by the local branch of the New 

Zealand Farmers’ Union. The event was very 

well attended by local residents and a group 

photograph below was taken of them at the 

time.  

 

Source: WHMS P1168. 
 

Jeremy Foster and Dawn Chambers have 

recently been working to put names to as 

many of the people as possible. The Census 

population of Wainuiomata in 1916 was 169. 

On average, the census population numbers 

were nearer 200, so the 1921 would have 

been higher. There is a total of 134 people 

shown in the photo, about 70% of all 

residents, of which 35 are children and some 

of “The Boys of Wainui–o–mata” who served 

overseas. So far, 78 people have been 

identified. Also 31 of the 35 children were 

identified, principally from a school photo 

that is dated 1922. Jeremy, with the support 

of Robert  Sotheran  and  Gilda  Sotheran nee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grice, believes that the school photo was 

taken at the 1921 Memorial Unveiling: the 

children are in the same clothes and it would 

have been sensible to make use of a 

professional photographer on that day. 
 

As of 2025, the Public Hall is gone and the 

school building is now the Museum. The 

Memorial has been shifted twice and is now 

in front of the Community Centre on Queen 

Street. It listed 20 names, but after research 

for the booklet “Who Were The Boys Of 

Wainui–o–mata”, a further 4 soldiers were 

discovered. 
 

Their names were added to the Memorial by 

the RSA (Returned Service’s Association) and 

the Hutt City Council. When complete, the 

results of the photograph research will be 

posted on the Society’s website by Dawn. 
 

Arthur Thompson Plaque And Seat 
By Jeremy Foster 
 

Arthur Francis Thompson (1912 – 1972) was 

both a foundation member of the Wellington 

Catholic Tramping Club, established in 1946 

and a member of the Tararua Tramping Club.

 
Arthur Francis Thompson. Source: Tararua 

Annual Magazine 1972–73 volume 26. 

Newsletter – July 2025 
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Lawrence Drake Bridge (1911 – 1973) wrote 

an obituary about him which is partly 

reproduced below from the Tararua Annual 

Magazine 1972–73 volume 26: 
 

“To him love of mountains was a deep 

abiding thing and this last trek was the 

culmination of years of endeavour in hill 

country, high and low. To those of us who 

knew him well from a personal point of view, 

the time was one of deep regret and yet we 

were very much aware that the place was 

indeed a fitting final shelter. In his passing, 

Tararua Club lost one of its great stalwarts. 

Members of recent vintage, the new tigers, 

would probably only associate his name with 

the annual marathon for which he ably 

performed handicapper duties over many 

years until 1971. 
 

Earlier in speed and place, he had many 

times been a successful competitor. Arthur's 

association with the Club goes back to the 

early thirties. His support in all fields of activity 

– tramping, climbing, socialising, inter–club 

sports. S.A.R. (Search and Rescue) – was 

always enthusiastic, lively and sustained. In 

the New Zealand Alps, the summit of Mt Cook 

and many of the highest tops were trodden 

by him. Several difficult first ascents in the 

Godley Valley were achievements truly 

earned by his enthusiastic approach. The 

appeal of the local hills, Remutakas, Tararuas 

and ‘Sunday trip country’ was ever constant. 

Many a time after early Sunday Communion, 

he would follow by motor cycle to catch up 

with the weekenders; be the trip, tough or 

very easy, all had equal appeal. Arthur was 

one of the keenest of ‘snow men’ and under 

hard winter conditions: the first traverses of 

Neill – Winchcombe, Holdsworth – 

Girdlestone – Mitre, Main Range – Tararua 

Peaks were achieved by Arthur in the 

company of either Dave McDonald, myself, 

or the three of us. Together we covered a 

great deal of the remote Tararua country, his 

fitness was quite outstanding. 
 

During the 1939–45 war (known as World War 

2), principally in Egypt, Arthur served overseas 

in the Medical Corps. On his return to New 

Zealand, together with Grace Burgess he 

founded the Wellington Catholic Tramping 

Club. A process of taking church into the hills. 

He was its first Club Captain, later its Club 

President and first life member. In the Tararua 

Club, Arthur held a variety of offices on both 

General and Social Committees. For a period 

of some 12 years, he was one of the three 

Federated Mountain Club S.A.R. advisors for 

Wellington District and nationally for New 

Zealand. Quietly and unobtrusively, Arthur 

Thompson rendered tremendous service – no 

task was too big or too small or too much 

trouble. With his wife Doris who is also a club 

member, he was on a Himalayan Venture 

Trek when fatal illness came. His resting place 

is in Nepal, nigh the great mountains: an 

empty place is left in the mountain world.” 
 

The plaque and seat are located along the 

Five Mile Loop Track that goes to the Graces 

Stream campsite area. It was constructed in 

2023. In 1947 in New Zealand, Arthur married 

Mary Doris Spaulding (1912 – 2005). She was 

a daughter of Harred (Harry) Spaulding (1882 

– 1957) who was associated with the Log 

Cabin hut which was burnt down in the 

Catchpool Valley in 1976. 

 
Plaque on seat – dated 2023. Source: Jeremy 

Foster. 
 

 
Seat and plaque alongside the Five Mile 

Loop Track that goes to the Graces Stream 

campsite – dated 2023. Source: Jeremy 

Foster. 
 

Sources of Information: 

Tararua Annual Magazine 1972 –73 volume 

26. 

New Zealand Birth, Death and Marriage 

Indexes. 
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William James McCabe Plaque 

And Seat 
By Jeremy Foster 
 

The plaque reads:  

Dedicated to the Memory of  

William (Bill) McCabe QSM  

1927 – 2009  

A keen advocate for forest conservation in 

the Rimutaka Forest Park. 
 

 

The plaque for William (Bill) James McCabe – 

dated 2021. Source: Jeremy Foster. 
 

In 1955 in New Zealand, William (Bill) James 

McCabe (1927 – 2009) married Margaret 

Angus (1928 – 2018),  

 
Bill McCabe – dated 1989. Source: WHMS 

P1391. 
 

BIll was a founder member and a President of 

the Remutaka Conservation Trust from 1995 

to 2008. He was elected as a member of the 

County Town Committee on the 

Wainuiomata Riding of the Hutt County 

Council in 1966 and would continue to serve 

in its various forms to 1988. He was a 

Councillor of the Wainuiomata District 

Council from 1988 to 1989 and, following 

amalgamation, served on the Wainuiomata 

Community Board that was part of the Hutt 

City Council from 1989 to 1992. He was a 

founder and a Controller of the Wainuiomata 

Bush Fire Force from 1970 to 1983 and 

involved in many other organisations. He was 

awarded the QSM (Queens Service Medal) in 

1995 for services to the rural fire service. The 

seat is located at the information kiosk at the 

Catchpool Valley Road Carpark and was 

constructed in 2010. Access to the 

Catchpool Valley is from 1039 Coast Road. 

 
The Information kiosk at the Remutaka Forest 

Park Catchpool Valley Road Carpark. The 

plaque is located in the seating area in the 

information kiosk – dated 2021. Source: 

Jeremy Foster. 
 

Sources of Information: 

New Zealand Birth, Death and Marriage 

Indexes. 

Internet Search. 
 

The Ford Along The Catchpool 

Valley Road 
By Jeremy Foster 
 

A ford is a shallow place with good footing 

where a stream may be crossed by wading, 

or inside a vehicle so that just the wheels get 

wet. In Wainuiomata as of 2025, there are 

many fords on private land, but there is one 

ford that is frequently used by the public and 

this is along the Catchpool Valley Road 

where it crosses the Catchpool Stream. 
 

The Catchpool Valley Road was constructed 

in 1970 and crosses the stream just before the 

carpark at the end of the road. Catchpool 

Valley Road and Catchpool Stream are 

named after Edwin Catchpool (1805 – 1874) 

who owned land in the 19th century along 

the Coast Road but he did not live in 

Wainuiomata. It was spelt as Catchpole 

which is a misspelling of the word Catchpool. 

This was corrected in 1928. It is a private road 

owned by the Department of Conservation 

(DOC). At times, after heavy rain, the ford 

can be impassable. 
 

The ford was originally riverbed. In 1978 it was 

concreted by people associated with the Wi 

Tako Prison which is now known as Remutaka 

Prison in Upper Hutt. The Catchpool Stream 

flows over the ford. It is a one lane ford. 
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The ford with the Catchpool Stream flowing 

over it – dated 1984. Source: Jeremy Foster. 

 

The ford was rebuilt in 2010 and the 

Catchpool Stream now flow underneath it 

through pipes. This allows fish such as eels and 

whitebait to continue to migrate further up 

the stream. At times in heavy rain the stream 

will flow over it. 

 
The ford being reconstructed looking 

towards the entrance to the Catchpool 

Valley – dated 2010. Source: Jeremy Foster, 

 

 
The ford looking towards the carpark end of 

the Catchpool Valley Road – dated 2020. 

Source: Jeremy Foster. 

 

Sources of Information: 

Internet Search. 

Local Knowledge. 

Karaka Park 
By Jeremy Foster 
 

The park is named after a native tree that has 

glossy leaves and orange berries. It was 

called Karaka Street Park until it was 

renamed to Karaka Park in 1969. It was 

created in the late 1950s. It is a public reserve 

owned by the Hutt City Council and the area 

covered is about 1.6 hectares. 
 

The main roadside entrance is located at 31 

Karaka Street. There is also another entrance 

by foot between 7 and 9 Northcote Street. 

The playground was built in the 1990s. From 

the mid 1970s to the early 1990s the park was 

used as a rugby ground in the winter months. 

It is now used for general recreational 

purposes. 

 
Looking from Karaka Street towards Kowhai 

Street – dated 2022. Source: Jeremy Foster. 
 

Sources of Information: 

Internet Search. 

Local Knowledge. 
 

Sponsors 
 

The Society sincerely thanks the following 

local firms for their continued support: 

Clive’s Chemist for printing our Newsletters. 

The Signteam who kindly displays the 

Museum sign periodically on the 

Wainuiomata Hill sign board. 
 

WHMS Contact Details 
 

Email Address – wainuimuseum@gmail.com 

Webpage – 
https://www.nzpictures.co.nz/wainuimuseum.htm 
 

The Museum is at Wainuiomata Primary 

School, 2 Homedale Road. Open Sundays 

2.00 to 4.00 pm. 

mailto:wainuimuseum@gmail.com
https://www.nzpictures.co.nz/wainuimuseum.htm

